shall not go over a description of the epileptic paroxysm with Mr. Jackson, as very few are unacquainted with the phenomena; but we shall quote the following passage for the comfort of homicides, suicides, parricides,. Haying remarked the similarity in the external appearance and internal organization of the spleen and the placenta; that the latter and the umbilical vein perform previously to birth the function of the former and the portal vein ; and that the spleen, and therefore the placenta, in texture and phenomena bear a remarkable resemblance to the erectile organs, the most important of which is the penis; and having moreover observed that the spleen and the placenta, in addition to their elasticity, possess a peculiar contractile power, by which power both are enabled to propel the blood through the capillaries of the liver and the hepatic veins to the right auricle; we are now prepared to expect that this contractility alike possessed by each of these organs, the penis, spleen, and placenta, will be excited by the same agencies, whether of a moral or physical nature." 36. This is all very ingenious, and, we have no doubt, quite convincing?to the mind of the writer; but whether it will be so to that of the reader, is another question. As the "whole essay is anatomico-physiological?with no trifling dash of the conjectural, we must refer our readers to the work itself for as pretty a piece of special pleading as we have for a long time seen.
The essay gives us a very high opinion of Mr. Jackson's acquire-
